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Course Description 
This course is designed to teach students to utilize open educational and public domain 
resources to create, edit, and deliver content for learning and instruction.   There are no 
prerequisites for this course.  Credits: 3. 
 
About the Course 
This course will introduce students to various web-based technologies for learning and 
teaching.  Through a blend of skills-based projects and discussion of learning technologies 
theory, students will learn how to find and access open educational and public domain 
resources and create, edit, and deliver content for both learning and instruction.  This course 
aims to expose students to innovative tools for teaching 21st century students and various 
learning theories associated with the development and use of those tools. 

Using the online learning platform (UMassOnline), students will progress through the course in 
weekly intervals.  Students should check the online course for reading materials, hands-on 
activities, and weekly assignments, such as discussion posts and journal entries. 
 
Each week, students will be asked to complete a number of hands-on activities, ranging from 
appropriating fair use and copyright free materials to creating collaborative web spaces. Other 
examples of hands-on coursework include audio and video podcast production using Myna and 
JayCut, geotagging with Google Earth, using online presentation tools (Google Presentations, 
Prezi, etc.) and integrating Google's suite of online applications (Google Docs, Google Sites, 
Google Maps, etc.) into curriculum work.  Due to the considerable amount of hands-on work 
involved with this course, students will need a secure internet connection with enough 
bandwidth to download and upload large files and run “heavy” java applets as required to edit 
multimedia.  If you are not sure if your computer is able to meet these requirements, please 
contact the instructor. 
 
Through readings, discussion, course assignments, and hands-on work with specific technologies 
this course will address the following questions: 
 

• What are the technological and information literacy skills K-12 students need to 
acquire to be successful 21st Century Learners?  

• What are the issues related to regulations governing copyright and fair use in 
education, and what implications to these have for 21st Century pedagogical 
approaches? 

• How do issues of access impact how students of all backgrounds are able to engage 
with curricular material? What strategies are available for addressing these access 
issues? 

• Where can teachers find open access materials, and how can they use these materials 
to appropriate, reuse, and modify learning content? 

• How can teachers and students use open access resources to distribute and share 
materials, and collaborate effectively outside of the classroom? 

 
Course Objectives  
Expected outcomes of your participation in the class are:  
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1) an understanding of the terms of fair use, public domain, and open educational 
resources and an awareness of the philosophies and policies that govern their use;  

2) development of technology skills for finding, appropriating, and producing meaningful 
content for learning and instruction through the use of fair use, public domain, and 
open educational resources;  

3) an understanding of how content and media creation through the employment of fair 
use, public domain, and open educational online resources can benefit learning and 
instruction for all students;  

4) technology skills for delivering learning content and materials through the use of online 
resources 

Expectations for Participation 
You are responsible for your own learning and for helping create a learning community! This 
includes: 

• Being ready to start class (promptly!) at the beginning of scheduled class meetings and 
on-line sessions; 

• Regularly engaging with instructors and classmates throughout the semester both in 
person and through the UMassOnline communication tools we are using;  

• Reading and studying assigned material in a thoughtful, critical, and reflective manner; 

• Engaging with each other in meaningful dialogue in which participants openly examine 
ideas and assumptions in a manner that leads to fuller understanding of the issues; 

• Submitting written assignments that are complete and properly formatted (conforming 
to APA guideline standards - this is an absolute must!) and on time (we will also return 
each assignment on time as indicated by the return date on the syllabus). 

Required Readings 
All of the readings that have been selected for this course are available on the course web site 
(see topic descriptions below).  
 

Class Schedule 

Week 1 – 21st Century Skills, Open Access, and the Public Domain 
Read: Schwartz, D. L., Lin, X., Brophy, S., & Bransford, J. D. (1999). Toward the development 
of flexibly adaptive instructional designs. In C. M. Reigeluth (Ed.), Instructional-design theories 
and models: A new paradigm of instructional theory, vol. II. (pp. 183-213) Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates Publishers. 
Read: Pearlman, B. (2010). Designing new learning environments to support 21st century 
skills. In J.A. Bellanca and R.S. Brandt (Eds.), 21st Century Skills: Rethinking How Students 
Learn (117-28). Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree. 
Read: Lemke, C. (2010). Innovation through technology. In J.A. Bellanca and R.S. Brandt 
(Eds.), 21st Century Skills: Rethinking How Students Learn (243-72). Bloomington, IN: 
Solution Tree. 
Read: Trilling, B., and Fadel, C. 21st Century Skills: Learning for Life in Our times. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2009. Print. (pp.45-68) 
Hands-on activities: (see course website for detailed instructions) 

• Find 10 or more public domain resources related to a topic of your interest 
• Create a 10-slide Google Presentation on your topic using elements of text, images, 

and audio or video 
Assignment due: advance organizer for one Open Access or Open Educational Resources 
(OER) article 
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Week 2 – Appropriation and Reuse 
Read: Nelson, E. (2009). Copyright and Distance Education: The Impact of the Technology, 
Education, and Copyright Harmonization Act. AACE Journal, 17(2), 83-101.  
Read: Huffman, S. (2010). The Missing Link: The Lack of Citations and Copyright Notices in 
Multimedia Presentations. TechTrends: Linking Research and Practice to Improve Learning, 
54(3), 38-44. 
Read: Johnson, Doug. "Creative Commons and Why It Should Be More Commonly 
Understood." Library Media Connection (2009). 
Read: Knobel, M. & Lankshear, C. Remix: The art and craft of endless hybridization. Journal of 
Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 52(1), 22-33. 
Hands-on activities: (see course website for detailed instructions) 

• Create a “remix” related to your topic of interest using only materials licensed for 
reuse and modification 

o Creative audio piece using Myna 
o Creative visual piece using Picnik or another online image or video editing tool 

Assignment due: advance organizer for two Open Access or Open Educational Resources 
(OER) articles 
 

Week 3 – Sharing, Collaboration, and Co-Construction 
Read: Boling, E., et al. (2008). Technology in literacy education: Collaborative literacy: Blogs 
and internet projects. The Reading Teacher, 61(6), 504-506. 
Read: Rantala, L. (2009). In search of third spaces in media education: an ethnographic study 
from fifth graders’ media workshop. Pedagogy, Culture & Society, 17(3), 385-399.  
Hands-on activities: (see course website for detailed instructions) 

• Group project: create a Google Doc, Google Presentation, Google Site, Google Earth 
tour, or an instructor-approved project on a topic of interest using public domain, 
copyright-free, and open access materials 

Assignment due: advance organizer for two Open Access or Open Educational Resources 
(OER) articles 
 

Week 4 – Podcasting and Digital Storytelling (Audio & Video Production) 
Read: Sylvester, R. & Greenridge, W. (2009). Digital storytelling: Extending the potential for 
struggling writers. The Teaching Reader, 63(4), 284-295. 
Read: Strassman, B. & O’Connell, T. (2007). Authoring with video. The Reading Teacher, 61(4), 
330-333. 
Hands-on activities: (see course website for detailed instructions) 

• Create 2-minute digital story using JayCut (http://www.jaycut.com) 
• Create 3 minute audio podcast using Audacity or Myna (must include narration and 

background track) 
• Post digital story and audio podcast to draft ePortfolio or course site using Google Sites 

Assignment due: advance organizer for two Open Access or Open Educational Resources 
(OER) articles 
 

Week 5 – Content Production and ePortfolios 
Read: Barrett, H. (2007). Researching electronic portfolios and learner engagement: The 
reflect initiative. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 50(6), 436-449. 
Hands-on activities: (see course website for detailed instructions) 

• Create lesson plan on topic of interest using at least 3 of the web-based 
resources/tools covered in class 

Assignments due: Literature Review / Synthesis Paper, ePortfolio 
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Assignments 
The shortened length of this course requires that a great amount of material and coursework 
will need to be covered in a short amount of time.  Students should expect a minimum of 15 
hours of coursework each week. In addition to the class readings, hands-on work related to 
online resources (e.g., audio podcasts, sample presentations, etc.) and your active 
participation in online discussions, there will be two assignments: 1) a Learning Technologies 
literature review or synthesis paper; and 2) a complete ePortfolio containing work related to 
the course. 
 

Literature Review / Synthesis Paper (30%) 
This paper will synthesize the readings covered this class and a selection of outside readings to 
be determined by the student (see section on Weekly Advanced Organizers). In the paper, you 
will present an analysis of issues that bear on technology access in the classroom, such as 
copyright and fair use, literacy (both text- and technology-based), content delivery and 
production, or another topic of your choosing. This paper should be 10-12 pages in length. Use 
the assignment dropbox in the course website to hand your work into the instructor. 
Due Date: TBD 
 
Please note all papers should be double-spaced, use a 12 pt. font and the margins should be 
one inch on the sides and 1.25 inches on the top and bottom. The paper should have a title 
page.  Please number all of the pages, except the title page.  Acceptable fonts include: Arial; 
Palatino; Times; and Times New Roman. All papers must be prepared using American 
Psychological Association (APA) style. See the following web site for information on following 
APA Style 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
 

Google Sites ePortfolio or Course Website (20%) 
Using Google Sites, students will create a portfolio of their coursework from the semester.  
This site will demonstrate the student’s progress through the course, including journal 
entries/weekly reflections, advanced organizers, weblinks to relevant resources, and the final 
paper, in addition to any ancillary items or materials of the student’s choosing.  All structural 
layout and formatting requirements can be found on the course website on UMassOnline. 
Due Date: TBD 
 

Weekly Reflections (15%) 
Each week, students will reflect on their progress in the course, their perceptions of the 
material presented, and how it relates to their practice as teachers and/or students.  
Reflections can be recorded in an electronic document, posted to a blog, created using 
multimedia, or using another digital format.  Students may feel free to experiment with 
different formats as they are covered throughout the course.  More information on format 
choices can be found on the course website on UMassOnline. 
Due Date: Each Tuesday 
  

Online Group Discussions (20%) 
At least once during the semester, students will take on the role of “discussion leader” in an 
online group discussion.  Group leaders will be responsible for posing two thought-provoking 
questions to the group related to the week’s course readings in the Discussions area of the 
course website on UMassOnline.  Group leaders will also be responsible for facilitating the 
ensuing discussion for an entire week (Wednesday evening until the following Tuesday 
morning). Non-group-leaders are expected to post at least two substantial responses each 
week, with responses including cited references to readings.  Group leaders will be graded on 
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meeting the two-question requirement, the thoughtfulness of the questions, and overall 
facilitation of the discussion.  Non-group-leaders will be graded on the substantiveness of 
responses.  Beyond participation requirements, group members are expected to discuss the 
week’s readings thoughtfully with each other, as facilitated by the group leader of the week.  
In addition to following each group’s discussions, the instructor will participate in discussions 
occasionally. 
Due Date: Ongoing 
 

Weekly Advanced Organizers (15%) 
In addition to the weekly readings, students will read one or two outside articles of their 
choosing (see weekly assignments for exact number assigned by week) related to the topics of 
Open Access technology in education or Open Educational Resources (OER).  Students will then 
turn in an advanced organizer for each piece of research literature of their choosing each 
week.  Advanced organizers are meant to help students structure their work for the final 
Literature Review or Synthesis Paper, and as such, should include substantive notes and 
identify key questions and/or themes in the reading, research methodologies used in 
conducting the research, and possible areas for future research.  Advanced organizers should 
indicate the student’s careful reading of the research and understanding of the topics covered 
within the literature.  The instructor will provide examples of advanced organizers on the 
course website on UMassOnline for students.  Many articles may be found using the UMass 
Library’s electronic databases (ERIC and Education Complete are both great sources). 
Due Date: Mondays (see Class Schedule for details)  
 

Grading Policy 
Students are expected to access the online course site regularly throughout the week, as 
necessitated to participate in discussions.  Grades will be weighted as follows. 
 
Literature Review / Synthesis Paper – 30% 
ePortfolio or Course Site – 20% 
Weekly Reflections – 15% 
Online Group Discussions – 20% 
Weekly Advanced Organizers – 15%  
 
Scoring Rubric 
94-100 – A 
89-93 – A- 
85-88 – B+ 
80-84 – B 
75-79 – B- 
70-74 – C+ 
65-69 – C 
60-64 – C- 
55-59 – D+ 
50-54 – D 
Less than 50 - F 

Communication 
Students should check the course website on UMassOnline daily for announcements and mail 
messages from the instructor.  Students should use the Mail function in UMassOnline for all 
course-related communication with the instructor.  All course-related communication 
(including mail messages, and discussion posts) should use appropriate language and academic 
standards of communication (i.e., refrain from colloquialisms like LOL, OMG, R, U, etc.). 
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Using UMassOnline 
All course materials and communication (announcements, mail messages, discussions, etc.) will 
take place through the use of the UMassOnline system.  If you have questions about using 
UMassOnline, visit http://oit.umass.edu/cpe/students/index.html. 
 

Instructor Availability 
I will check my mail messages from 9am to 11am weekdays, and occasionally 
afternoons/evenings. I will make every attempt to answer your mail messages within 24hrs.  I 
encourage students to use each other as resources for help and assistance, particularly with 
technology-related issues. 
 

Accommodation Statement 
The University of Massachusetts Amherst is committed to providing an equal educational 
opportunity for all students.  If you have a documented physical, psychological, or learning 
disability on file with Disability Services (DS), Learning Disabilities Support Services (LDSS), or 
Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may be eligible for reasonable academic 
accommodations to help you succeed in this course.  If you have a documented disability that 
requires an accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the semester so 
that we may make appropriate arrangements. 
 
More information available at the following locations: 
UMass Disability Services: http://www.umass.edu/disability/ 
Learning Disabilities Support Services: http://www.umass.edu/ldss/ 
Psychological Disabilities Services: http://www.umass.edu/disability/psych.html 
 

Academic Honesty 
Since the integrity of the academic enterprise of any institution of higher education requires 
honesty in scholarship and research, academic honesty is required of all students at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
 
Academic dishonesty is prohibited in all programs of the University. Academic dishonesty 
includes but is not limited to: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating dishonesty.  
Appropriate sanctions may be imposed on any student who has committed an act of academic 
dishonesty. Instructors should take reasonable steps to address academic misconduct.  Any 
person who has reason to believe that a student has committed academic dishonesty should 
bring such information to the attention of the appropriate course instructor as soon as possible. 
Instances of academic dishonesty not related to a specific course should be brought to the 
attention of the appropriate department Head or Chair.  
Since students are expected to be familiar with this policy and the commonly accepted 
standards of academic integrity, ignorance of such standards is not normally sufficient 
evidence of lack of intent.  
 
Since students are expected to be familiar with this policy and the commonly accepted 
standards of academic integrity, ignorance of such standards is not normally sufficient 
evidence of lack of intent. 
 

Observance Of Religious Holidays 
University policy and Massachusetts State law permit students to miss class in order to observe 
religious holidays. Students who need to miss a class must notify the instructor in advance. 
 


